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NEWBERRY HIGH SCHOOL TACKLES GLOBAL ENVIRNOMENT CONCERNS  

Students, faculty and staff at Newberry High School have embraced global environmental concerns on many              

levels. It is with great pleasure we share a few of the many accomplishments achieved on our campus. 

First, Dr. Cynthia Holland is leading a LEXUS Environmental Challenge team to a third consecutive victory. The 
Lexus Challenge is a competition for groups of students wishing to make a difference by helping to save the 
environment. It also gives the competing groups a chance to win thousands of dollars in scholarships and 
funding for their schools.  
 
This yearõs Newberry High School P.A.N.T.H.E.R. Team (Providing A New Way To Help Environmental          
Restoration) consists of a group of nine seniors (Linda Buys, Naomi Daniels, Kristi Duncan, Shelby Deen, Madison 
Karelas, Tiffany OõConnell,, Katie Pabst, Brian Skipper, and Cody Thomas) who are working toward improving        
forest destruction and deforestation in our community. Their goal is to compete in two competitionsñland/
water and air/climate.  
 
Due to their extraordinary efforts, local officials took the necessary steps for Newberry to become a certified 
tree city. As a Tree City, the growth and maintenance of Newberryõs urban forest will be a high  priority.  In           
addition, the P.A.N.T.H.E.R team planted hundreds of pine seedlings at Watermelon Pond and donated 
1,000 long leaf pines for the purpose of reforesting our urban community. They also promoted the  appreciation of the 
value of healthy forests through a photography contest.  
 
EXCITING NEWSñTHEY WON THE FIRST CHALLENGE, which makes the group automatically eligible 
to enter the final challenge. The team is working toward winning the grand finale. Each student has already 
received $777.77, Newberry High School earned $2000 and Dr. Holland $1000 for classroom materials.  
                                                                                                                                                                                  
More importantly, they made great strides in protecting our environment and educating their peers and             
community. 
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In addition, nine Newberry High School students (Wes Beardsley, Linda Buys, Naomi Daniels, Matt Evans, Olivia Hardy, 
Danni Johnson, Gavin Johnson, Sean McCauley, Kaylee Parsons) and their sponsor, Veronica van Montfrans, made an      
extraordinary journey on an EcoTeach trip to Costa Rica. They rescued sea turtles, planted trees and delivered school       
supplies to needy children. On their first day, the EcoTeach group went to a local grocery store and witnessed a poacher 
selling illegal turtle eggs.    

In the days that followed, they learned how to help protect the fragile environment by working turtle walk shifts to ward 
off poachers, digging up fresh sand for a turtle hatchery and transplanting leatherback eggs. Their rigorous schedule             
included working on a reforestation project, living with host families and discovering the joys and challenges of living a  
simple life. They went white water-rafting, zip lining through the forest, swimming in a hot springs warmed by a nearby         
volcano and lunching with the Malako tribe.   

Gavin Johnson said, "Costa Rica is a beautiful place. The people and nature have so much to offer to anyone who is willing 
to learn. The people of Costa Rica are so humble. Even though they have so little, they would give it all away to someone 
who needed more. This experience has taught me to take life as it comes and never pass up the chance to make a memory.ó  

Johnsonõs thought-provoking quote summed up the experience well,  òThe turtles of Costa Rica have a great lesson to 
teach as well. Though a turtle cannot walk faster than one mile per hour in the sand, they can swim over one hundred miles 
a day. Life is not about how fast you go it is about how far you go."  

I  have one other exciting story to share.  On Saturday, September 26th, 15 NHS National Honor Society, Environmental 
Science and Biology students participated in a Crescent Beach clean up:  Justina Arters, Gabrielle Bourne, Sara      
Bulatewicz, Kateryna Chervinska, Lacey Estes, Arianne Gibson, Amanda Grieves, Benita King, Erin King, Lacie 
Voglio, Taylor Whitely, Gavin Johnson, Korbin McCoy, Corinne Palmer and Shaharia Reta.  

The event was sponsored  by The Ocean Conservancy, an international organization that promotes clean water-
ways around the world. The International Beach Clean-Up included over 80 countries cleaning up their beaches 
on the same day! The project was not just to make the beach more enjoyable, but entailed collecting data. Each 
group of students recorded the amount and type of trash they collected. The data collected helped the         
conservancy identify where the trash is coming from, which leads to holding those responsible who are        
polluting our ocean.  

The Beach Clean-Up was a great success, even with an early morning rain. In fact, a beautiful rainbow which 
followed the showers, served as additional motivation! 

I am very proud to be the principal of a school whose employees and students are dedicated to making an        
environmental difference in the world! 

Picture on left-NHS 
Eco Teach group 
sorts school        
supplies to        
distribute to needy 
children in Costa 
Rica. 

 

Picture on rightñ
NHS students clean 
up Crescent Beach. 
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