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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA
MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
September 15, 2009

The School Board of Alachua County, Florida, met in regular session duly called at 6 p.m. in the Boardroom,
620 East University Avenue, Gainesville, Florida. Present were: Tina Pinkoson, Chairman; Ginger Childs,
Eileen F. Roy, and Barbara Sharpe, members; W. Daniel Boyd, Jr., Superintendent. Wes Eubank, Vice-
Chairman, was absent. Attorney David Delaney attended in place of Board Attorney Susan Seigle.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Pinkoson, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Childs

Moved to approve the September 1, 2009, meeting minutes, as presented.
Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Childs
Moved to adopt the September 15, 2009, meeting agenda.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

BOARD MEMBER/ Mrs. Sharpe:

SUPERINTENDENT - asked if any Board members plan to attend the special service at Holy
ANNOUNCEMENTS Trinity Church during Thanksgiving week to please let her know.

- reported that she and Dr. Boyd attended a service and remembrance event
on September 11 at Horizon Center, where students had planted a Victory
Garden.

Mrs. Childs commended the Superintendent and Jackie Johnson on a recent
presentation by Dr. Boyd at a Kiwanis Club meeting, where he explained the
District’s financial situation, making it easy for the public to understand.

Mrs. Pinkoson cautioned that students should stay home if they are sick, in
light of the HIN1 flu warnings.

RECOGNITION Mrs. Liz Stark, Volunteer Coordinator, commented that the Five Star School
« FIVE STAR SCHOOLS award presentation will be postponed until the October 6, 2009, School Board
meeting.

« PARENT INVOLVEMENT Mrs. Stark stated that the Parent Involvement Award is sponsored by the
AWARD Florida Department of Education and PTAs and recognizes schools that

successfully engage parents in meaningful school-based programs. This
year’s award was won by ldylwild Elementary School for its Parents
Boosting Confidence program. Dr. Barbara Henry, Idylwild principal,
thanked third-grade teacher Collette Thomas and Dr. G. W. Mingo, retired
professor and director of UF Upward Bound program.
Mrs. Starke also congratulated Dr. Boyd on his fifth straight year of being
awarded the Superintendent’s Award for Volunteer and Community
Involvement, by the state Commissioner of Education.
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CITIZEN INPUT

CONSENT AGENDA

ADMINISTRATIVE
APPOINTMENT

REVISIONS TO THE
2009-10 PUPIL
PROGRESSION PLAN

FIRST READING

RENEWAL OF THE
INTERLOCAL
AGREEMENT WITH

THE CITY OF NEWBERRY
FOR THE OPERATION OF
DIAMOND SPORTS PARK
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There was no citizen input.

Motion by Mrs. Childs Seconded by Mrs. Roy

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the Consent Agenda
as described in items 1-14.

Mrs. Roy noted that a $15,000 item on Attachment C of the consent agenda is
being purchased from the general fund but will be reimbursed from stimulus
funds.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0
Motion by Mrs. Childs Seconded by Mrs. Sharpe

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the appointment of
Mr. Ron Knowles as principal of Hidden Oak Elementary School, effective
Tuesday, September 8, 2009.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

Dr. Sandi Anusavice, Director, Secondary Curriculum, reviewed the proposed
changes.

Motion by Mrs. Childs Seconded by Mrs. Roy

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to schedule a Public Hearing
for 6:30 p.m., October 6, 2009, to consider the revisions to the 2009-2010
Pupil Progression Plan.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

On November 21, 2006, the School Board approved an interlocal agreement
with the City of Newberry that provided for the maintenance and operation of
Diamond Sports Park. The current agreement expires on September 30, 2009.
The proposed renewal agreement will continue in effect for three (3) years,
until September 30, 2012. It includes that the City of Newberry will provide
maintenance and operation and that the facilities will be used by district
schools and other public sports organizations. The program will be designed
to be self-supporting, and the net revenues will be divided equally between the
City and the School Board.

Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Childs

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the renewal of the
interlocal agreement with the City of Newberry for the operation of Diamond
Sports Park (DSP) as presented.

Mrs. Roy expressed concern about contract renewal, since the District’s $2.5

million purchase is not generating any income for the School Board. She
believes that the purchase funds would have been more wisely used as an
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investment. She questioned whether the property value has depreciated since
the purchase. She also questioned whether declining enrollment has affected
the original premise of purchasing the property for a future school site. Over
$2 million could have been earned on investment if a school is not constructed
for 20 years.

Mrs. Roy requested that detailed financial figures concerning Diamond Sports
Park be provided to the Board routinely in the future. In addition, she noted
that it cannot be known if another entity might make more money on the
facility, since the contract was not originally bid out. For the reasons cited,
she will vote no on the contract.

Mrs. Pinkoson expressed understanding of financial concerns but feels that a
price cannot be put on the opportunities that have been offered our students
and community, particularly in light of the concern for wellness issues. In
addition, she believes millions of dollars have come into the community
through DSP activities. She thanked the City of Newberry for being willing to
take on the management of Diamond Sports Park.

Dr. Boyd expressed pride in the acquisition of Diamond Sports Park and the
job that Newberry Recreation has done under the administration of Richard
Blalock. He believes it well serves the needs of the community. He thanked
Mr. Blalock and conveyed regards to the Newberry City Commission.

Mrs. Childs stated that it has been the tradition of this county for over 40 years
to purchase land for future schools, and no income was involved. She feels
the DSP property is being used in a positive way for the community and is
also bringing economic benefit to the community at large, which helps with
the sales tax in our community and, in turn, with the District’s one-mill
monies. She expressed appreciation to Newberry for taking on this project.

Mrs. Sharpe concurred that the history of the Board is that properties have
been purchased for future school sites when the opportunity arose at a good
price. She also sees value to the community, regardless of profit. She
thanked Newberry for their management.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 3-1
Yes: Childs
Pinkoson
Sharpe
No: Roy

Mr. Richard Blalock, City of Newberry Recreation Director, thanked the
Board for allowing Newberry to manage DSP. He cited some opportunities
for economic development that have resulted. He also noted the value of the
property infrastructure, if and when a high school is built.

Mrs. Roy questioned Mr. Blalock concerning incidents reported to her that
related to a particular team and player. Because of the nature of the situation,
Mrs. Pinkoson asked that Mrs. Roy discuss the matter with Mr. Blalock
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outside the meeting.

Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Childs

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation that the School Board adopt
the Proclamation proclaiming the month of September as Florida Adult
Education and Family Literary Month, as presented.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

The regular Board meeting was recessed and a Public Hearing convened.

Calendar: A teacher posed questions regarding use of flex days and
presented suggestions, which Deputy Superintendent Hollinger will look into.
Mrs. Roy concurred with the importance of teacher workdays and would like
the order of flex day use reviewed.

Policies: A teacher questioned 1) what criteria determines political attire;
2) lack of adherence to required SAC composition at some schools; 3)
unequal application of policy infractions. Mrs. Roy concurred with the
questions concerning criteria for political attire and SAC composition.

Regarding SAC composition, Mrs. Sharpe questioned whether minorities are
attending the meetings and being overlooked for committee positions, or are
they not attending or volunteering to participate.

Millage Resolution and Budget - Mr. Scott Ward, Chief Financial Officer,
reviewed information pertaining to the Millage and Budget.

A citizen addressed the Board concerning tax matters related to her personal
situation.

A business owner registered a complaint (via letter) about the amount of the
school district’s tax increase, particularly in light of difficult economic times.
Mrs. Pinkoson responded, asking that she contact legislators.

Resolution No. 09-08--Adoption of the Discretionary Critical Needs
(Operating) Millage Levy for the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year.
Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Childs

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve Resolution
No. 09-08 as presented.
The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

Resolution No. 09-09--Adoption of the Millage levy for the 2009-2010
Fiscal year.

Motion by Mrs. Sharpe Seconded by Mrs. Roy
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Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve Resolution No. 09-
09 as presented.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0
Resolution No. 09-10-Adoption of the 2009-2010 Budget.
Motion by Mrs. Childs Seconded by Mrs. Roy

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve Resolution
No. 09-10 as presented.

The question was called. Upon Vote: Motion passed 4-0

The Public Hearing was adjourned and the regular Board meeting was
reconvened.

A citizen expressed disappointment that the chairman had stopped a Board
member from speaking on an issue. The chairman cited it as a point of
civility.

Mrs. Roy repeated a request she made at the last meeting for information on
the progress of energy efficiency upgrades at Buchholz and Eastside High
Schools.

The Chairman reminded members of the Capital Outlay Workshop scheduled
for September 29.

The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.



