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VPK vs ACPS VPK

● VPK legislation was signed into law 
in 2005. 

● Created to prepare Florida’s 4 
year olds for kindergarten and to 
build a strong foundation for their 
continued educational success. 

● Offered in both public and private 
schools/centers

● 540 hours = 3 hours for 180 
school days

What is VPK? 
● Full school day services (1000+) 

hours) at no additional cost
● Inclusion classrooms 
● Highly qualified early childhood 

staff
● Research-Based Curriculum
● The “school experience”

○ Electives/Specials
○ School events 
○ Routines
○ Access to services

What is does ACPS VPK offer?



School Year Program
540 Hours

1 VPK Instructor 
1 Assistant

Up to 20 students 
per class

Summer Program
300 Hours
1 Teacher 

(Summer VPK Teacher qualifications are much higher)

Up to 12 students per class

VPK Program Terms - 2 options for families

Per F.S. 1002.61(1)(a) School 
Districts must provide a 

Summer VPK Program



1060 hours
VPK Voucher Funds

3 hours per day

Full school day with 

Alachua County Public 

Schools

540 hours

ACPS Offers a  

Full Day Program

*School Year Program Term 

(Aug-May)*



Kindergarten Readiness

Frog Street
Comprehensive, Researched-based 

curriculum that is aligned to both the 

federal and state standards 

Curriculum Standards Staff
Florida Early 

Learning & 

Developmental 

Standards

1 Teacher & 1 Assistant 
for each class;

Trained in Early Childhood 

Education



Physical Development
Approaches to learning
Social & Emotional Development
Language & Literacy
Mathematical Thinking
Scientific Inquiry
Social studies 
Creative Expression through  arts

Florida Early Learning 
& Developmental Standards 

http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/

ACPS VPK Curriculum:

● Research-based 
● 9 thematic units integrating literacy, 

math, science, social studies, 
social-emotional connections, STEAM, 
technology, assessment, and family 
engagement. 

● Includes Conscious Discipline strategies 
to build a strong social-emotional 
foundation from which children can 
learning to solve conflicts and manage 
their emotions

● Mascot: Fanny Frog

https://www.frogstreet.com/curriculum/pre-k/

http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/
https://www.frogstreet.com/curriculum/pre-k/


Assessment 1 within 1st 30 days

Assessment 2 midyear

Assessment 3 within last 30 days 

Assessment Timeline

● The Coordinated Screening & Progress 
Monitoring Program is the statewide 
standardized program known as 
Florida’s Assessment of Student 
Thinking (FAST) using Star Early 
Literacy implemented in all VPK 
Programs as required by 
s. 1002.68, F.S.

● Used to assess student achievement of 
the performance standard established 
in s. 1002.67(1)(a), F.S., in early 
literacy and mathematics.

● Aligned to FL Early Learning & 
Developmental Standards

● Computer-adaptive assessment

VPK Assessment: F.A.S.T 

Results will be sent home to 

parents after each assessment. 



● Regular attendance is a requirement of this program and is also 

essential for your child’s success in Kindergarten

● The Voluntary Pre-K Program is a state funded program which has 

attendance rules and regulations that both the provider and the 

parents/guardian(s) must follow. 

● Students may be withdrawn if they miss 20% of school days/month

● Excused and unexcused absences are both considered an absence

● All students must be signed in and out each day by an adult

● All parents must sign an attendance contract at registration 

● This applies to all VPK Provider 

Attendance Policy 



ACPS 

WEBSITE

www.sbac.edu 
Click on School 

Calendar

http://www.sbac.edu


2024-2025 
LocationsTalbot Elementary School

Terwilliger 
Elementary 

School



State of Florida 
Age Requirement:

1. Families can apply for the ACPS VPK Program 
by completing a short google form at 
www.tinyurl.com/ACPS-VPK

2. All applications are time and date stamped
3. Applicants are accepted on a first come,     

first serve basis
4. Priority is given to zoned students
5. Families may apply for any location if they do 

not have VPK at their zoned school.  
  

VPK Eligibility Criteria
Selection Criteria 

for the ACPS VPK Program:

Students must be at least 4 years old 
on or before September 1st of that 
school year

(Example: Must be 4 by September 
1st, 2024 for the 2024-2025 school year)

No Income Requirement

No Cost & Not Income Based

http://www.tinyurl.com/ACPS-VPK




www.tinyurl.com/ACPS-VPK



https://familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com/



VPK Voucher
(Certificate 

of Eligibility)



Applications 

Reviewed

Verifying Age and Zoning

If accepted, family will be 
contacted to begin school 

registration process.

If school has reached 
capacity, child will be 
added to the waitlist. 

Acceptance Waitlist

What Happens After I Apply?



www.sbac.edu/vpk



I’m concerned about my child’s 
development…what can I do now?

Screening Evaluation

Referral to FDLRS: 
Florida Diagnostic Learning & 
Resources System 
352-671-6051 or 800-533-0326
https://springs.fdlrs.org/

Evaluations are conducted by 
the ACPS Pre-K ESE 
Multi-disciplinary team

PreK ESE Dept: 352-955-7671

Staffing & 
Placement

If your child qualifies for an IEP 
(Individual Education Plan) then 
he/she may be eligible from 
services from the ACPS Pre-K ESE 
Program



From birth to Kindergarten

2,000 days

High Quality Early Childhood 

Education is the Key to Success 

in Kindergarten and beyond!



We look forward to partnering with 
you as your child begins their 

educational journey! 
352-955-7676

Trisha Nieves, VPK Administrative Coordinator

nievestr@gm.sbac.edu 

3600 NE 15th Street

Gainesville, FL 32609

WWW.SBAC.EDU/VPK 

@ACPSPREK

Jerri Richardson, VPK Program Services Coordinator

richardsonjl@gm.sbac.edu 

mailto:nievestr@gm.sbac.edu
http://www.sbac.edu
mailto:nievestr@gm.sbac.edu


Q & A 
Parent Feedback & Discussion


